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the question of the Poll estates, and civil war broke out in Rome. In?,
March 1204 Innocent saw his chance to return and put the senate in
order by restoring the single senator. Once back again, he appointed as
his medianus John Pierleone, a man acceptable to both parties, to make the
choice; but Pierleone's choice for the senatorship fell upon a noble, and
the democrats, ranged under the demagogue John Capocci, Innocent's
most energetic enemy, proceeded to elect an opposition senate under the
title "Good men of the Commune." The strife was finally settled by the
appointment of four umpires to decide the question of the Poli lands and
the manner of electing the senate. These adjudged to Innocent the right
of electing, for John Capocci's methods did not appeal to them. The
Pope used his success moderately. At first he allowed fifty-six to be
chosen; then, six months later, he returned to the plan of a single senator
and selected Pandulf, now captain of the papal party in Home. Peace was
finally made between the Pope and the City in 1305. One monument of
the struggle survives, the Conti tower, relic of the splendid bastion built
by Innocent to overlook the Forum and the Subura. It bears witness to
the influence of a family feud upon the constitution of Rome as well as
to the local dangers that beset the pontiff*

In central Italy Innocent rode the full flood of reaction that followed
immediately upon the Emperor's death. In the weakness of the imperial
power he saw the opportunity to recreate a powerful patrimony of St Peter;
but he must do it at first as an Italian patriot, heading the Guelf opposi-
tion against the Hohenstaufen Empire. Conrad of Urslingen was overcome
without difficulty, and the valley of the upper Tiber together with the
important Duchy of Spoleto (which meant the greater part of Umbria)
was freed from its fealty to the German dukes. Its cities, Assisi, Foligno,
Gubbio, Todi, and even Perugia did homage and had their communal
franchises confirmed in return. In Tuscany an anti-imperial league of
cities was already in being, established (November 1197) with the co-
operation of Celestine III. This confederation Innocent sought to direct.
The negotiations which led up to a renewal of the original agreement
with the Papacy (October 1198) shew clearly that he was aiming at the
recovery of the Matildine estates which had fallen into the hands of
Florence, Siena, Lucca, and other cities. These he never succeeded in
obtaining, and his failure to do so contributed to the future greatness
and independence of the Tuscan cities; on the other hand, he was success-
ful in securing such Matildine estates as had been monopolised by Henry VI
and Philip of Swabia, The recovered territories were secured by the
establishment of a series of castollanies distributed over the Campagna,
the Marittima, the "Patrimony of St Peter in Tuscany,'*1 the Duchy of
Spoleto, and the bishoprics of Spoleto and Nurni. The cities of Romagna
and the March of Ancona, when Mark ward had been ejected, present the
same kind of problem as those of the Tuscan league. After the first flush
of liberation they formed alliance with the manifest aim of ridding them-
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